
     During the Gen-

eral Council Meet-

ing held in Melle on 

Dec. 18  2009, the 

Superior General 

with the consent of 

his council appoint-

ed Fr. Ludo De Clip-

pel Regional Supe-

rior of the American 

Region. 

    Fr. Ludo was 

born in Aalst 

(Flanders) on the 

2nd of August 

1941. 

    He started 

school with the Jes-

uits in Aalst before 

going on to the Jo-

sephite College 

Melle where he 

completed his pri-

mary and second-

ary schooling. 

     At College Melle, 

he was an out-

standing pupil and 

the President of the 

Student Body.   

   He entered the 

Josephite novitiate in 

Geraardsbergen in 

August 1959    and 

was professed on the 

17th of September 

1960. 

     After his novitiate 

Fr. Ludo went to Leu-

ven where from 1961 

to 1971 he studied 

Classics and Theolo-

gy. 

      He made his final 

vows on November 

1st 1965 and was or-

dained priest on 18th 

of February 1968 by 

Msgr. Van Waeyen-

bergh. 

     After finishing his 

studies he went to 

Melle where he re-

mained from 1971 to 

1981. There he 

taught Religion, Latin 

and Greek.  It was 

during this time that  

he was able to make 

two six-week visits to 

the Kasai in the D.R. 

Congo. 

   In 1981 he was ap-

pointed to Leuven 

where he taught and 

was also Master of 

Novices. 

     In 1986 Ludo was 

on the move again. 

This time to  the 

U.S.A, to California, in 

order to join the 

American Region. 

He was novice Mas-

ter from Sept. 1986-

April 1989. 

     He was an Assis-

tant priest in the par-

ish of St Louis de 

Montfort. In July 

1996 he was ap-

pointed Pastor of Ho-

ly Cross Parish in 

Santa Barbara. 
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 in Menlo Park, Cali-

fornia, two miles 

from Stanford Uni-

versity.  

    More than twenty 

years ago, Father 

Mark and Father 

Anthony already par-

ticipated in this pro-

gram, which bills 

itself as a holistic 

sabbatical program 

that offers priests 

the opportunity to 

revitalize their hu-

man growth and 

spiritual lives. 

     Twenty priests 

from all over the US 

and from Australia, 

Bangladesh, India, 

Nicaragua, Uganda, 

Vietnam and Zam-

bia, some younger, 

some semi-retired, 

spent three months 

together, listening to 

lectures and partici-

pating in discus-

sions on a variety of 

theological and pas-

toral subjects.  

Among the profes-

sors were Sulpi-

cians from the local 

seminary and other 

well-known names 

such as Fr. Rol-

heiser OMI.  

     There was plenty 

of time to visit the 

area and time to 

read. 

    It was very inter-

esting and I recom-

mend it to anyone. 
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REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTED 

FR. ALFRED REFLECTS ON THREE-MONTH SABBATICAL COURSE  

JOSEPHITE ASSOCIATES for 2009-10ñ Bob Maurer 

ual confreres made 

their promise of 

“obedience.”   

A community meet-

ing was then held 

and the community 

voted for the new 

Council members: 

Assistant Regional 

Superior—Fr. Ed Jal-

bert;  1st Councillor, 

Fr. Charles Hof-

schulte, and 2nd 

Councillor: Fr. Alfred 

Vertstreken. 

All are  3 year terms. 

 Following  the ap-

pointment of Fr. Lu-

do the community 

met on January 8 to 

have the formal 

“profession of obe-

dience” by Fr. Ludo 

and then the individ-

    Now that I am no 

longer working at 

the school, I thought 

it was time to finally 

take that sabbatical 

that the work at 

school had kept me 

from all those years.  

My superior agreed 

to let me go on a 

three-month 

sabbatical  from 

September to 

December, 2009 

and I chose the 

Vatican II program 

T H E WO RD    

“...which 

bills itself 

as a holistic 

sabbatical 

program…” 

Our Associates 

have had a busy 

year; here are a few 

of their activities: 

¶ Retreat with 

DMJ Associates 

¶ Day of Recollec-

tion by Fr.Robert 

¶ Provided 

“Vocation Prayer 

        Book” “CJ Associate  

       Commitment” 

       cards;  “A Prayer  

       for Priests” 

¶ Elected new Core 

members: Anne Sher-

ry and Stephen Pow-

ers 

¶ CJ website updated 

to include Associates 

¶ Completed Associ-

ate Mission State-

ment and Associ-

ate Constitution. 

¶ Celebrated sum-

mer BBQ with CJ’s 

   PLANS FOR 2010 

¶ Complete For-

mation Manual 

¶ Plan activity for  

       Year for Priests 

¶ Plan a pilgrimage 

¶ And looking for-

ward to welcom-

ing Fr. Ludo to an  

Associate meet-

ing. 

 

Bob Maurer is the 

new group leader. 



VO L UME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 When I arrived in 

Nov., I knew I would 

be working  in the 

elementary school 

for our parish of St. 

Louis de Montfort 

here in Santa Maria,  

It  is  where I go and 

learn more about 

the ways of teaching 

and the variety of 

daily activities. So, 

our Community invit-

ed me to teach Reli-

gion and some other 

skills but I still con-

tinue to take my time 

to observe how our 

teachers  teach and 

how the students 

learn  which is a little 

bit different from  in 

the Congo-Kinshasa. 

    Before Christmas, I 

taught  and explained 

to the children of 6-7-

8th grades (12-14 yrs 

old)  about Advent 

which was the prepa-

ration for the          

 Jesus and His Birth.     

They learned two 

takes place every six 

years with annual up-

date reports and a 

mid-term visit.  The 

school has designated 

three areas for espe-

cially focused efforts 

over the next three 

years: student com-

munity service, tech-

nology and marketing.  

 St. Joseph High 

School is in the final 

stages of preparing 

for its accreditation 

visit by representa-

tives of the Western 

Catholic Education 

Association and the 

Western Association 

of Schools and Colleg-

es.  Accreditation 

Each of these areas 

will have a committee 

to oversee the formu-

lation of guidelines 

and strategies in or-

der to assure actual 

implementation of the 

action plan that is de-

veloped.  The goals of 

these items are to 

have wider involve-
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TEACHING IN CALIFORNIAñBR. FRANKLIN 

ST. JOSEPH H.S. UNDERGOES ACCREDITATION  -   Fr. Ed 

  

      I am looking for-

ward to being or-

dained a deacon by 

the Regional Bish-

op, Thomas Curry 

here in our parish 

church  in February. 

   

teach on my own in the 

classes. 

      I  am also grateful to 

our Principal (Kathy Crow)  

and the teachers who say  

I learn fast   and I love that.     

I am at school from 7:30-

3:00p.m. 

        Aside from school,    

I  am involved in the life of 

the parish by participating 

in choir at the 9:30 Sunday  

and also serving  as Eucha-

ristic Minister. 

ment of the students in com-

munity service, the integra-

tion of current technology 

into the instructional curricu-

lum and a clearer presenta-

tion of the significant ad-

vantages of a Catholic educa-

tion.  All of these efforts are 

aimed at assuring the long-

term strength of SJHS as an 

instrument for evangelization. 

 coming of our Lord 

Jesus. 

   I taught them two 

Christmas songs: Si-

lent Night in French 

(Douce Nuit) and an-

other one in Kigongo. 

At the performance 

for the parents in the 

church , the students 

held hand-made Con-

golese masks which 

we made.. 

        Hopefully, with 

the coming months I 

will be capable to 



 On Sunday, January 10, a packed Holy Cross church cel-

ebrated 50 years of the dedication of the church at a Mass 

celebrated by Bishop T. Curry. The bishop invoked the 

name of the builders of the church, the early parishioners, 

and those pioneers still active in the parish today. He ap-

plauded , in Spanish and English, "Fifty years of faith, of 

sharing, of generosity." He spoke of his gratitude to God 

for the joy of the jubilee gathering and for the blessings 

that all have received through fifty years of sacramental 

celebrations. A fabulous feast spilled out of the parish hall 

with wonderful food and treats provided by many and 

served by the dedicated Altar Society ladies. Fr. Ludo 

passed out copies of the original pledge cards made 50-

plus years ago to long-serving members present at the 

luncheon. The fellowship, the friendliness, the faith, and 

the food all combined to create a wonderful and memora-

ble way to kick off the next fifty years as church .” 
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the same school 

means easier prepara-

tion of classes.  

     But 20 years in the 

same parish makes 

        I am reminded of my years 

as a student at St. George’s 

College, Weybridge, when the 

College was the only ministry 

available to Josephites in 

England. All of the priests 

and scholastics had spent 

all of their years of ministry 

in the one location. 

      I have been 45 years in 

Santa Maria. The big differ-

ence is that I spent 26 

years at St. Joseph H.S. 

and am on my 20th in the 

parish of St. Louis de 

Montfort.  

    Spending many years 

teaching the same subjects in 

the preparation of 

homilies more chal-

lenging. 

     Either way I don’t 

think I could have 

been in a better loca-

tion: wonderful peo-

ple, very kind and 

generous in every 

way; mainly warm and 

dry weather with cool 

nights. 

    I have seen the ar-

ea grow from about 

30,000 to maybe 

130,000. 

 45 YEARS + IN SANTA MARIA- Fr. Mark 

Phone: (805) 937-5378-  Patterson Rd. 

Fr. Ludo: (805) 962-0411                          

www. Josephiteweb.org 

 

Bishop Curry with Frs. Alfred and Ludo 

with deacons celebrating the 50th 

HOLY CROSS CELEBRATES 50TH  


